“THE VANISHED PRE-WAR CHARM OF SOUTH MIMMS VILLAGE”
(This is abbreviated from a local paper report in 1958)


The changing face of South Mimms was described by Mr. W.I.Clarke when he appealed against
the Rating assessment on his house before Middlesex Valuation Panel.


“In 1939 South Mimms was a complete backwater.  Nothing ever happened there.  Children played about on the Green and round about on the roads and only an occasional car came there.  Normal traffic was farm traffic.


Since then a number of things have happened.  The village has become the terminus of two bus routes.  There were no buses in the village before the war.  It was quiet, peaceful and undisturbed.  He was disturbed by the noise of buses circling the Village Green.  On four days a week the buses went on to Clare Hall Hospital and top deck passengers could look into his garden.


Like all old houses it is extremely damp and extremely expensive to maintain.  Last year Potters Bar Council erected a powerful white street light within a foot of my boundary.  The result is that the whole of my garden is floodlit.


In 1939 there was a very pleasant view from the front of the house.  Now the view is interrupted by a new school and a scrap yard.   He also complained of being disturbed by squeaky swings in a children’s playground.  Another house larger than his had been built on higher ground and the occupants of upstairs rooms could look into his garden.


Nearby are the headquarters and playing field of the village football club.  On Saturdays traffic bringing supporters to the matches parked near his home.  On Saturday and even Sunday nights people getting off the buses sing at the top of their voices.  Rubbish being deposited in my garden by whom I could not say, is so revolting that one could not catalogue it.  My fence has been broken by small boys trying to get conkers and apples, by courting couples and by lorries scraping it as they traversed the narrow road.”


The deputy Valuation officer said the adjusted rent was £99 the house had been assessed at £83 which was considered a sufficient allowance for the disadvantages described.  Mr. Clarke failed in his appeal

************

Mr. Clarke sold the house the next year and then we came in 1967 and have lived here happily and 
(almost) peacefully ever since.

I.T.D. The White House, Greyhound Lane



