Why the bells have been ringing.
    
The bells were rung on Saturday 12th March, at South Mymms by members of the band who rang a quarter peal in memory of Geoff Dodds. He was a ringer from St Albans who helped many churches in this area to train bell ringers and keep the bells ringing.

The bells at St Giles' had been silent for 44 years till 1962 when a man came to inspect the clock.  He was also a ringer and saw the bells.  He asked Rev. E P Clare if he might try them.  Permission was granted together with some repairs and the bells were rung for Harvest Festival
in 1962.  A few local people wanted to learn to ring and, needing more help, the vicar made enquiries in St Albans with the result that Mr. Geoffrey Dodds and his wife started to train the band.  Geoff has helped us ever since whenever we needed assistance and in return he was made an Honorary member.
   
At Ridge Geoff's name appears on a peal board in the nave of St Margaret's church.  He was one of the people invited to ring the first peal on the restored and augmented bells and his name appears on a plaque    in the ringing room.  Geoff had helped with the planning, restoration and installation of the bells in 1998.         A quarter peal was rung for Geoff on Sunday 20th March, 2011.

