                           Village Reflections: Christmas in Ridge and South Mimms
Another year passes, another festive season draws to a close and, as I write, the village of South Mimms is looking particularly seasonal, cloaked in a thick coating of snow.

The Christmas Tree
The tree outside the White Hart has now been dismantled.  It has been a tradition for our Christmas Tree to be a focal point of the village at this festive time.  People even say they can see it from the M25 and it’s most welcoming.  This year it was a particularly lovely one, decorated in lots of twinkling white lights, and we should be grateful to the team who put it up and worked painstakingly to adorn it with those lights.  This task had to be done twice as the first set of coloured lights was vandalised (again) and had to be replaced.  Thanks are due to the Parish Council and one generous private donor for donating the funds for a replacement set.

So There’s No Such Thing As A Free Lunch
Oh yes there is, at least for the senior citizens of South Mimms and Ridge.  Late in November a Christmas lunch was provided at South Mimms Village Hall thanks to Gill Wass and Pam Rowell, who cooked a delicious meal, and to all their helpers.  Entertainment was also provided after lunch which was most enjoyable.  A big thank you to South Mimms Parish Council who made donations towards the costs.  Another free lunch was also hosted by the White Hart early in December, and a thank you goes to Ellie and her staff, the regulars of the pub who raise money throughout the year towards the cost and to South Mimms Parish Council who once again made a donation. Meanwhile at the Black Horse there was lunch at a reduced price for senior citizens.

So what else went on in the run up to Christmas?  

Well, in late November some of the Youth Club were taken by minibus to the Furzefield Centre for a free session of Trampolining kindly donated by one of our new advertisers, Zenith Trampolining Club.  The Youth and Community Association organized presents for all Club members.  There were Christmas Bazaars at both the School and South Mimms Village Hall.  There were Carol Services at both churches, and the ever popular Bread Service on Christmas Eve at St Giles: those who attended came away with a bread roll.  Indeed, the Bread Service attracted 110 people, more than for several years past.

Finally,

Did you know that both the Black Horse and the White Hart have successful darts and crib teams who play regularly throughout the winter?

Who says nothing goes on??? 
Long may that Christmas spirit flourish and a Very Happy New Year to All!

Elizabeth Dempster, Pam Rowell, Chris Cameron .

