Village Reflections

In the early 1980’s, the Vicar of South Mimms, Father Robert Gage, gave a ten minute talk on Radio 4’s 
“The Week’s Good Cause” appeal.  He had only just arrived in the village and many people had not yet met him.  As ever, the Church was in need of funds and a huge fund-raising operation was launched which was given the title “The Restoration Fund”.   The congregation was immersed in feverish activity and a large number of enterprising ideas were put in action. One of them was to try to get a ten-minute slot on the radio at 8.50 am on a Sunday morning and make such a good case for the burgeoning need for funds, that the money would pour in.

Father Robert made a splendid job of it and in describing the village in those days, he referred to it 
as “the secret garden off the A1”. It was almost true then.  South Mimms hadn’t been “discovered”.  
The M25 was a long way from being completed and many people were “in denial” about the effect 
it might have on their lives.  There was no giant roundabout, no service station - only a rather sleepy garden centre on the island which now houses the lorry park. Traffic didn’t tear through the village 
as it does today; the A1 traffic provided a distant hum but it really was a quiet little backwater, in spite of being only 15 miles as the crow flies from Oxford Circus.  

Some residents in those days had never been as far as London and some thought the bus trip to Potters Bar a big adventure!  There was a village shop and a Post Office and that was where one went to get news of village events, not to mention the gossip!  How things have changed.  We are surrounded by motorway traffic, two large national institutions have their headquarters here and large numbers not only commute from the village up to town to their places of work, but large numbers also come into the village every day to work here.  There is no longer a Post Office or a village shop and so communication these days is by bush telegraph (quite effective it is too!).

But there is still a Church, a school, a village hall and we now have our very own Parish Council.  
A strong sense of community still exists and the residents of  South Mimms still pull together and 
show solidarity when the need arises. We are proud of our village and long may we remain so!

(Incidentally, the Week’s Good Cause appeal was a great success and money did come pouring in from all directions.)                                                                         Elizabeth Dempster, October 2009
