Through the Lens.
A beautiful autumn day and I’m staying in my caravan in the Yorkshire Dales, I drove up from South Mymms yesterday, a couple of hundred miles up the A1 and a few miles to the west. The caravan site is in Strid Wood, just north of Bolton Abbey, all seems very tranquil, but perhaps that’s to be expected at 5.30am.  This is a perfect opportunity to set out on a brief photography session on the other side of the dales, about a fifty mile round trip. I just need to pack a few essentials before 
I set out; into the bag go a couple of camera bodies, a telephoto lens, a wide angle lens, a standard zoom a macro lens and several different filters a tripod and a monopod..  Then I need some extra bits and pieces, my Swiss Army knife, spirit level, sun glasses, wellies, walking boots, jacket, compass, umbrella, hat, a few sandwiches, several bottles of coke, a flask and,
of course, a bar of Kendal Mint Cake.  

After several trips to the car, to load up, I set off, probably waking up the rest of the people on the site with my diesel engine.  It’s great to be driving through the beautiful countryside, anticipating the masterpieces I’m going to create. I pass a few farmers, I wouldn’t like to have to get up so early to earn a living.  Some of the farmers had dogs with them, I wonder if it constitutes cruelty to animals to wake them up so early.  I pass through Skipton and Settle and finally reach my destination, Horton -in- Ribblesdale, I’ve been trying for years to get the perfect picture of this area, today I going to get it!  I set off walking a few miles, loaded up with all my gear, at last I get to the perfect spot, set up the tripod, carefully checking the spirit level, put a camera and lens on top, screw on a filter and I’m ready to take my first shot.  Filled with anticipation I switch on the camera, put on my specs to read the message on the screen “NO MEMORY CARD”. 
Oh well, I enjoyed the mint cake and I got some decent pics with my mobile phone!
The Shutter Sucker.
