ST GILES C. OF E. SCHOOL – WALKING BUS
I’d like to tell you very briefly how the Travel Plan and most importantly the Walking Bus for St Giles’ School came into operation.

I was standing in the middle of the island opposite the school talking to a friend in her car when a car drove down the wrong way.  How easy is it to just look left and not right assuming drivers know where they’re going or think because they’re going fast they can cut corners.  Well that was my wake up call, not only could that have been me crossing the road into the path of a car driving down a one-way road, but it could so easily have been one of my children or your child or grandchild.

I told a friend of my near miss and she told me to tell the then Head Teacher, who suggested that I put together a Travel Plan.  I approached a few local residents to help set up a committee and together we produced the School Travel Plan which is held by County and now our Local Parish Council.

It took me two years to set up the Walking Bus and work through all the red tape associated with it, for example, Route Risk Assessments, getting Herts Road Safety Dept to accept our main and alternative Walking Bus routes, Training Drivers and Conductors, ensuring they were CRB checked, sending out questionnaires for those families wanting to use the bus, getting a local family company to sponsor and purchase our high visibility jackets and the general day to day running and record keeping.

It has been so rewarding to see the children benefit physically, mentally and emotionally from this Walking Bus that I desperately need volunteers (who have been or would like to be CRB checked) to contact me through the school office for more information on helping this worthy cause. Without your help I cannot keep the Walking Bus going.  Thank You,

Tracey Johns School Travel Plan Coordinator

