Revd Brenda Visits the RSPCA Southridge Animal Centre.
I met Mona who told me that the centre was built in 1969, so this year is its fortieth anniversary. Southridge takes in cats, dogs and a range of other animals including horses, rabbits and chickens.  It receives many ex-battery hens for re-homing in better environments. Many of the animals are brought into the centre by the RSPCA’s inspectors, but others are brought in by members of the public and some are sent there by Local Authority staff.  All animals have a full health check on arrival.
About 2,500 animals a year pass through the centre, many are re-homed very quickly, but some, for a variety of reasons stay at Southridge for a much longer period.  There are around three hundred animals in the centre at any one time.  It costs around £600,000 a year to run the centre, funding comes from the RSPCA, which, as a charity, depends on donations for its income.  In addition to the core funding the Friends of Southridge raise funds for additional needs such as veterinary treatment, medicines and equipment.  

There are twenty-seven members of staff, most of whom work full-time, there are also 150 volunteers who do a variety of jobs, including walking the dogs, many of the current staff began as volunteers.  The centre is always looking for volunteers, as well as new members of the Friends of Southridge, information can be obtained from the centre.
It’s open from 11.00am to 4.15pm every day except Wednesdays.
They are always grateful for any donations of animal feed or bedding, blankets etc.
My thanks to Mona for taking the time to talk to me and sharing information about the work that’s going on here in our parish.

