POTHOLE CATEGORISATION

Residents of Hertfordshire may sometimes complain about the state of our roads.  Indeed, the bottom end of Blanche Lane by the church presents a good example.  But we have NOTHING, absolutely nothing, to complain about in comparison with the long-suffering residents of Northumberland. Admittedly the climate up there is more extreme.  My friend Greg, who lives in Hexham was inspired to draft a spoof e-mail from a Council employee about a draft consultation document from the Council's Highways Department intended to assist officers to concentrate their restricted budget on really essential road maintenance:

"Hexhamshire Parish Council has been on to us again about the state of their roads. I recommend we offer them the chance to categorise their potholes in order to divert them for a while and to buy us some time. I attach a draft suggestion we can make. Firstly though can I stress the importance of avoiding the emotive term 'pothole' from now on? In all communications from now on please refer to them as Road Areas of Discontinuous Tarmac (RADITs).

CATEGORISATION OF ROAD AREAS OF DISCONTINUOUS TARMAC.

As part of Northumberland County Council's policy of seeking the direct and holistic involvement of all citizen stakeholders in setting operational priorities we welcome input from Hexhamshire in categorising RADITs to assist with determining consequential assessment and potential options for subsequent activity. Firstly please note that several types of RADIT are planned or protected highway features and should be excluded from your analysis. These are:

1. 'speed dents'. These are a cost-effective alternative to speed bumps as traffic calming measures because they involve the removal of tarmac rather than the provision of additional supply of this costly resource. Furthermore they save money by being self-constructed. While they might initially appear as a single depression in the surface they will over a period of time widen to form a continuous trench or dent.  

2. historic remains. These ancient features of the road surface have been subject to a field survey and documentary research by the County Archaeological Service. This concluded that as their existence appears to predate the earliest known records of the Council’s 'One stop' Help Desk 
they must be the work of the early Stone Age, possibly representing some celestial alignment of religious significance. As such they are now the subject of preservation orders and have been added to the definitive map.

3. natural amenity enhancements, good examples of which were the attractive water cascades created down the sides of the hill to the Dipton Mill last winter. We believe that these, accompanied by the grey shingle beach created on the Dipton Mill bridge, greatly add to the visual and tourist amenity of the district, and further such improvements will be considered in future. Appropriate directional road signage will then be erected when budget permits.

4. community composting facilities. To further enhance a local sense of ownership of roads, and in support of the Council's objective to facilitate recycling, several RADITs have been designated to be rented out to community groups for use as compost bins. Passing traffic will assist the compaction process, and as they are filled the bins will smooth traffic flow. Those renting the bins will be expected to give 4 weeks notice of intention to empty them to avoid drivers confusing a newly emptied bin with an unplanned RADIT. It is inadvisable to use these community facilities as leek trenches.

These four types of road feature account for the vast majority within the Shire. To determine how serious the remainder are, we recommend that citizens carefully examine any such features. If, following descent, it is possible to see above surface level without standing on tiptoe, then the RADIT will be classified as low priority. Alternatively, high priority features will be dealt with as soon as budget permits in financial year 2012/13.”

It’s to be hoped that Hertfordshire County Council do not adopt such methods!!!

Greg Finch, adapted for a southern readership by the Editor.

