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Many of our readers will recognise this drawing of St. Margaret’s Church in Ridge which adorned the cover of the parish magazine for many years.  This image as you can see was reproduced from the original drawn and signed by Ivor Claydon, late of Shenley.

I am very sorry to report that sadly Ivor died of cancer in Australia in May this year.

Ivor was brought up in north London in the St John’s Wood and Finchley areas.  He was a highly talented artist and graphic designer, setting up his business in Kentish Town and specialising in book covers. 

The Claydon family moved to Shenley in 1986 and were very soon an integral part of village life.  Ivor’s great love was cricket and he organised and played in several cricket teams. Apart from being a member of the Middlesex County Cricket Club, he was latterly rewarded with membership of the MCC after serving his long apprenticeship on the waiting list. He spent many happy hours at Lords with his many cricketing chums.

In 2002 the family upsticked and moved to Sydney; Australia being where Ivor’s wife Linda originally hailed from. They settled in a leafy suburb and the boys continued their schooling in the sunshine. Ivor returned to Shenley on several occasions and the family connection was very much alive and well.

Ivor was a larger than life character, a sportsman, wit, raconteur, accomplished chef and a devoted family man.   He is sorely missed, and to his family, Linda, Martin and Daniel we offer our condolences and prayers.

Andrew Keelan.  July 2010
