Christmas and New Year 
Since our last issue there has been a flurry of activity in both the villages.  On December 11th following the dedication of the memorial to Ian Dempster there was a big turn-out for carol singing round the Christmas tree by the White Hart, and afterwards mince pies and mulled wine in the Village Hall, with a chance for the children to see Santa.  The following Sunday both churches hosted Carol Services.  It was lovely to have the children from St. Giles School singing at the first of these, in St. Giles.  Later that evening in the gentle light of St. Margaret’s the congregation were welcomed with mulled wine, and sang the time-honoured carols, with a duet item, “O Holy Night”, from Peter Stokes and Jackie Baylis.

The Bread Service at St. Giles on Christmas Eve attracted a near record number, around 140 people; as usual, a really lovely way to start the Christmas break.  Midnight Mass at St. Giles was candle-lit (thanks to the bell-ringers for setting up all those candles), and both churches looked resplendent with flowers and garlands and holly and ivy.  

Meanwhile older residents were treated to lunch at the South Mimms Village Hall and also at the White Hart.  Many thanks to all who arranged, paid for and served at these two events.

The Christmas tree outside the White Hart once again looked spectacular. Many thanks to Peter Cameron, Gordon Cameron, Barry Stallan and Martin Pryke for all their hard work in putting it up and taking it
