Luck helps dig up roots of the family tree
by EMMA HUTCHINGS 

A local historian was delighted to discover her family roots in the area stretch back much further than she thought 
after she received a letter from a stranger. 

Gwendoline Page's family moved to Borehamwood from Folkestone in 1928 when her father, Raymond Acason, took over the newsagent next to the studios in Shenley Road.  Last year, she was surprised to receive a letter from Christopher Kirman, from Ridge, asking if she was related to the tenant farmers who lived in his home Holmshill House in 1759. 

Mrs Page explained:  “He asked me if I was related to John and Susannah Acason.  I had my family tree and looked it up. I'd heard stories from my father that there had been Acasons in that area, but I didn't know where or what they did." 

Mrs Page has published three books - one about her life as a teenager during the Second World War and two revealing her secret war work decoding Nazi signals at Bletchley Park. In fact, it was because of an article in the Borehamwood 
& Elstree Times printed more than two years ago about her time at Bletchley Park, that Mr Kirman, 74, knew Mrs Page's maiden name was Acason.  He has picked up snippets of history about his home during the 30 years he has lived there. 
He said, "It's grown from being a relatively small two-up, two-down to being something much larger. It had changed hands quite a lot before I moved in.  During the war it was occupied by about 30 land girls."  The farmhouse was extended several times in the Victorian era, but is thought to date back to at least the early 1700s.  When the Acason family lived there, it belonged to wealthy landowners, the Trotters. 
Mrs Page, who lives in Norfolk, has now visited her ancestors' home and also a plaque in the parish church which names “I Acason” as a churchwarden in 1814.  The plaque was discovered some time in the last 50 years behind a tapestry of the royal crest and is now displayed below it. 

Her niece has traced her family back to 1697 in Ridge and found out that the churchwarden was called Isaac and died 
in 1835.  "It was a great surprise and privilege to be invited to visit my forebears' home and learn a little more about 
their lives," she said. 

ehutchings @ london.newsquest.co.uk   
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History trail: the plaque, pictured hanging below a tapestry inside St Margaret's Church, in Ridge,
revealed a surprise ancestral link for local historian Gwendoline Page.    

With grateful to the Borehamwood Times newspaper for the above article on Friday, January 20th 2007.
www.borehamwoodtimes.co.uk
I Acason








