  Time for more tea, vicar? 


by EMMA HUTCHINGS 


Every Sunday afternoon from now until the end of summer, visitors can enjoy tea and cake at Ridge's ancient parish church.  The tiny place of worship, which is 400 ft above sea level, attracts sight- seers not only for its picturesque village surroundings, but also its fascinating history. 

Ridge Parish was formed in the late 13th Century, with a chapelry provided by St Albans Abbey in 1296. The front section of St Margaret's Church dates back to the 1300s, when the chancel formed
 a miniature church on its own. There are records 
of each vicar since 1349. 

There are still some glass fragments in the upper window by the pulpit which date from around 1390. 

Churchwarden Molly Campbell hopes people will take advantage of the Sunday openings to discover more about the parish's rich history.  She said: 
"It's a beautiful old church in a lovely village setting." 
For her, the historic highlight is a wall painting dating back to the 15th Century. 

She added: "There aren't many dating back that far." 

In the 1930s, it was discovered that there were frescos all around the church, but only one remains, which was painted around the time that the nave and tower were added in the l400s. The picture, which depicts St. Christopher carrying Jesus across a river, was restored by the historian Professor Ernest Tristam in 1937. 

Also decorating the wall opposite the door is            a tapestry showing the royal coat of arms, which   was placed in the church in 1814 under a decree by 
King George III.
 

Three of the church's bells date from 1749 and three more were added in 2000. 

The 20th Century provided further landmarks in the church's story. 

In 1956, the oak choir stalls and pulpit were restored by Robert Thompson, of Kilburn, who carved mice into all his work as a signature. Today, children still enjoying finding the tiny mice which are hidden around the church. 

However, one of the main historic attractions of the church grounds is the grave of Field Marshall Earl Alexander of Tunis, who was. Commander-in-Chief of British forces in the Middle East in the Second World War.  After the war, he served as Governor General of Canada from 1946 to 1952 and defence minister under Winston Churchill's second government from 1952 to 1954. He died in 1969 and was buried in Ridge - the ancestral home of his family, the Caledon’s. 

St Margaret's Church, in Crossoaks Lane, Ridge, 
is open to visitors on Sunday afternoons from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.  Refreshments are available. 

Services, led by Reverend Brenda Tipping, 
are held every Sunday at 9.15am. 
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    With grateful to the Borehamwood Times newspaper
   for the above article on Friday, April 20th 2007
    www.borehamwoodtimes.co.uk
